Congress of the United States
Waghington, BE 20515

November 22, 2004

The Honorable Colin Powell
Secretary, U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Powell:

We are writing to express our great concern with the decision that the State Department
will now refer to the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) as “the Republic of
Macedonia.” This sudden, unilateral departure from the long-standing US, UN, EU and NATO
policy is counterproductive. Such actions interfere with the very successful efforts of our long-
time ally, Greece, to bring economic prosperity to FYROM and bring peace and stability to the
Balkans. Greece is the number one investor in FYROM and these two countries have been
strengthening bilateral relations on many fronts.

This is more than an issue of a name for the Greek people. As you may recall, over
50,000 Greek-Americans attended a May 31, 1992, memorial service in Washington, D.C. for the
42,000 Greek citizens who lost their lives when this part of the former Yugoslavia first tried to
create a “Macedonia” nation. When those lives were lost, our Secretary of State, Edward
Stettinius, Jr., called “talk of a Macedonian nation...unjustified demagoguery representing no
ethnic nor political reality” and “a cloak for aggressive intentions against Greece.”

The momentum of this incendiary movement had, in recent years, been dampened down
by U.S. intervention and by U.N.-sponsored efforts to resolve differences over FYROM's name.
In fact, recently the Greek and FYROM foreign ministers jointly announced their intention to
accelerate these U.N. efforts. This unilateral U.S. action mitigates away from peaceful,
constructive efforts to negotiate this issue. As well, it contradicts the historical facts about
Macedonia and unnecessarily injures the culture of our faithful ally, Greece.

We respectfully request that the State Department return to the long-standing policy of
referring to FYROM as such. In addition, we strongly urge you to work hard to assure that no
other UN countries break with this UN policy and to strongly support, as Archbishop Demetrios
has requested, UN-sponsored efforts to reach a solution on the name that is acceptable to both the
people of Greece and FYROM.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.

Sincerely, %
o,

CARJLYN B. ON
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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1. Rep. Mike Bilirakis (R-FL)

2. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-NY)
3. Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL)
4. Rep. Shelley Berkley (D-NV)

5. Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-NY)

6. Rep. Rob Andrews (D-NIJ)

7. Rep. Brian Baird (D-WA)

8. Rep. Tim Bishop (D-NY)

9. Rep. Jeb Bradley (R-NH)

10. Rep. Sherrod Brown (D-OH)
11. Rep. Ken Calvert (R-CA)

12. Rep. Ben Cardin (D-MD)

13. Rep. Lois Capps (D-CA)

14. Rep. Michael Capuano (D-MA)
15. Rep. William Lacy Clay (D-MO)
16. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-NY)
17. Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R-FL)
18. Rep. Mike Doyle (D-PA)

19. Rep. Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO)
20. Rep. Eliot Engel (D-NY)

21. Rep. Phil English (R-PA)

22. Rep. Anna Eshoo (D-CA)

23. Rep. Chaka Fattah (D-PA)

24. Rep. Bob Filner (D-CA)

25. Rep. Barney Frank (D-MA)

26. Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-NJ)
27. Rep. Raul Gijalva (D-AZ)

28. Rep. Gene Green (D-TX)

29. Rep. Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY)
30. Rep. Rush Holt (D-NJ)

31. Rep. Steve Israel (D-NY)

32. Rep. Jesse Jackson, Jr. (D-IL)
33. Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-OH)

34. Rep. Patrick Kennedy (D-RI)
35. Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D-OH)
36. Rep. James Langevin (D-RI)
37. Rep. Barbara Lee (D-CA)

38. Rep. Sander Levin (D-MI)

39. Rep. Frank Lobiondo (R-NJ)
40. Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA)

41. Rep. Nita Lowey (D-NY)

42. Rep. Edward Markey (D-MA)
43. Rep. Donald Manzullo (R-IL)
44. Rep. Martin Meehan (D-MA)
45. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-NY)




46. Rep. Robert Menendez (D-NJ)
47. Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY)
48. Rep. James McGovern (D-MA)
49. Rep. Mike McIntyre (D-NC)
50. Rep. Michael McNulty (D-NY)
51. Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY)

52. Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC)
53. Rep. Frank Pallone (D-NJ)

54. Rep. Donald Payne (D-NJ)

55. Rep. Steve Rothman (D-NJ)
56. Rep. Bobby Rush (D-IL)

57. Rep. Linda Sanchez (D-CA)
58. Rep. Loretta Sanchez (D-CA)
59. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA)

60. Rep. Bobby Scott (D-VA)

61. Rep. Christopher Shays (R-CT)
62. Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA)

63. Rep. Hilda Solis (D-CA)

64. Rep. John Tanner (D-TN)

65. Rep. John Tierney (D-MA)

66. Rep. Edolphus Towns (D-NY)
67. Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-MD)
68. Rep. Diane Watson (D-CA)

69. Rep. Henry Waxman (D-CA)
70. Rep. Curt Weldon (R-PA)




